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Role Profile 
Position:

Student Counselling Placement 

Reports to:

Counsellor 
Responsible to:               Family Support and Bereavement Lead 
Hours:


Minimum 4 hours per week for at least 1 year. 
Role Summary:
To support the Family Support Team offering counselling to patients and families at Willow Wood. As someone who has completed a minimal of 50 hours placement hours, you will be ready to develop your counselling skills through a variety of client work. Working closely with our qualified counsellors and family support lead, you will be supported to offer counselling sessions to patients, their families and bereaved individuals as a part of their journey at Willow Wood. 
Specifics of the role:
You will work with a maximum of 3 clients at any point and receive fortnightly support and supervision from a counsellor or the family support lead, in addition, you will also need to seek external supervision as a part of your placement. Additional training and development opportunities will be offered as a part of the wider Family Support Team and you will be asked to take part in projects that help us to develop our service offer. 
Main Responsibilities
· To provide weekly or fortnightly counselling sessions to individuals who are patients or family members of those open to Willow Wood Services.
· To engage with Family Support Team processes, pathways and meetings to provide a consistent service offer across the hospice. 
· To record all client contact accurately to ensure clear reporting and recording pathways are followed.
· To access external clinical supervision and internal support to ensure you are equipped to support your clients and have opportunity to be reflective within your work.

· To report and record any risk, including that which would be reported as a safeguarding concern by following the appropriate channels, following any disclosure or concern which is raised within a counselling session. 
· To adhere to confidentiality and information sharing policy and procedures at all times, including declarations of conflict of interest. 
· To commit to BACP’s ethical framework and the organisation’s values and mission. 


                                     Person Specification
Position:

Student Counselling Placement 

Qualifications: 
All counselling students must have completed/be completing a qualification in counselling or psychotherapy at a level 4 or above (Diploma, Degree, Post-graduate or Masters level) and have completed a minimum of 1 year study in the field of counselling, psychotherapy or psychology and completed a minimum of 50 hours client contact. 
Experience:
You will have experience working with people experiencing loss, navigating difficult life events or living with uncertainty. You will also have experience of working in charity, healthcare or clinical setting and understand the importance of safeguarding, confidentiality and record keeping.  
Knowledge: 
You will have knowledge of theories of grief and an understanding of individuals’ responses to bereavement. You will also be aware of the challenges of living with a life limiting illness or of caring for someone in this situation. Some knowledge of the impact of caring for individuals with dementia would also be beneficial. 

Availability:
You will have the availability to commit to attending for a minimum of 4 hours per week for a full calendar year, on the same day and time each week to ensure consistency for clients. We are currently looking for students who can complete their placement on a Tuesday or Thursday, timings can be agreed on interview. 

Reflectivity:
In line with counselling training, you will have a high level of self-awareness and have completed your own therapy to ensure you are able to practice reflectively. As a student, you will receive support from a variety of sources but will be resilient and resourceful in nature, with the ability to work independently and congruently. 

Please submit a CV and covering letter detailing your previous experience and qualifications and how you feel you meet the role profile and person specification for a counselling placement within our family support team. Please ensure you provide current details of your course and where you have completed your placement hours so far in order for us to ensure you meet our essential criteria. All applications to be emailed to Family Support and Bereavement Lead – Callie Harrop, callie.harrop@willowwood.org.uk 
